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and John Moorhead who presented
I am very pleased to announce
a panel presentation on
The Dougherty Circuit Bar
Association will be presented with guardianships and special needs
By John M. Stephenson
trusts, Professor Paul Milich,
the 2011 Award of Merit and the
Judges John Ellington and Herbert
2011 Newsletter Award for bar
associations in our size category at Phipps of the Georgia Court of
the State Bar's Annual Meeting on Appeals and in June, either Tom
Boller or Rusty Sewell, who will
June 3, 2011, at Myrtle Beach,
make a presentation on items of
South Carolina. Kudos to Judge
interest from this past legislative
Zeese who single handedly
session.
produces our quality newsletter,
We made it a goal this year to
and I am so pleased he will be at
offer
more practical CLE
Myrtle Beach to accept that award
opportunities for our members. In
for our association. Gail Pursel,
December, we had a brown bag
our immediate past president, will
accept the 2011 Award of Merit for lunch Fastcase training session for
us. I will have at our June meeting lawyers and staff for which one
a copy of our 2011 Award of Merit hour of CLE credit was available.
In February, we had an evidence
entry for anyone to review.
As recognized by the State Bar, seminar presented by Professor
I want to thank all the many
Milich of Georgia State School of
we
have
had a successful year.
members of our Bar who graciously
Law for which attendees received
We've had some outstanding
gave of their time to participate in
three hours of trial practice CLE
the many Law Day activities held in speakers at our meetings this year:
March, April and May of this year. State Bar President Lester Tate,
Judge Nancy Stephenson and Bill
Continued on page 2
I want to especially express our
collective thanks to Charles Lamb
who did an incredible job as Law
Day Chair. Charles initiated some
new projects this year, some of
which are described in his Law Day
recap elsewhere in this edition.
Judges Ellington and Phipps put on
a wonderful Professionalism
Seminar prior to the Law Day
Banquet, and the students and
members present at the banquet
thoroughly enjoyed their remarks. I
RSVP to Sarah Kjellin 436-1545,
want to especially thank the Albany
skjellin@watsonspence.com
Herald for the publicity it provided.

President’s Message

Annual Meeting - Noon on Wednesday,
June 29th at the Hilton Garden Inn
Election of Officers
Legislative Update
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President’s Message
continued
credit. Finally, in April, we had a
one hour professionalism seminar
put on by Judges Ellington and
Phipps which was both informative
and entertaining. That's five hours
of CLE credit without having to
leave the city limits.
We continue to engage in
community service through our
"Boo from the Bar" reverse trick or
treating event held at Morningside,
ably led by Cheryl Griffin and
Laureen Kelly; our Toys for Tots
collection at our annual Christmas
Party; "Law at the Library" events
presented by Lauren Williamson
(first time home buyers) and Deena
Plaire-Haas (Basic Business law);
and the many activities of The
Albany Area Younger Lawyers
Division, led this year by Lauren
Brock, including but not limited to
a successful Mock Trial
competition held in February.
We had in October a very wellattended and successful function
honoring our new federal
Magistrate, Judge Tommy
Langstaff, co-sponsored with The
United States District Court for the
Middle District of Georgia, and all
those attending had a wonderful
time at the excellent Christmas
Party at the Shakelford House on
December 9, 2010. I can still taste
those crab cakes!
I was extremely proud of our
Bar Association at this year's
annual King Day Celebration at the
Albany Civic Center. Members
Greg Edwards and Chris Cohilis
hosted the event shown live on
WALB TV, Ken Hodges was one

of the keynote speakers, and our
incoming President, Charles Lamb,
was one of four individuals honored
with a Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Dream Award.
While I thank all of you for
making this a successful year, I
want to give a special thanks to this
year's Executive Committee
without whom I would have been
totally lost: Charles Lamb, Sarah
Kjellin, Judge Gordon Zeese, and
Gail Pursel. Their hard work and
willingness to volunteer for most
any task is a large reason why we
are being honored with this year's
Award of Merit.
Please let Charles know if you
want to be involved in a particular
activity or if you have any ideas for
speakers or programs. We are
always open to suggestions. Soon
each of you will be receiving your
dues notice for the next Bar year
and I urge you to rejoin and return
those to Sarah as soon as possible.
Thanks again for everyone's
support and encouragement and see
you at the next meeting on June 29,
2011.

Election for officers for 20112012 will also take place at our next
meeting at noon on Wednesday,
June 29, 2011, at the Hilton Garden
Inn in downtown Albany.
Our guest speaker will be either
Tom Boller or Rusty Sewell of
Capitol Partners Public Affairs
Group, Inc., the State Bar of
Georgia's legislative lobbying
agency. They will be speaking
about issues of interest from the last
legislative session, one of the more
productive sessions in recent years
in terms of issues of interest to the
Bar being addressed, not the least
of which was the adoption of a new
code of evidence. Please join us for
what will be a very informative
presentation.

Local Attorneys
Named Top 40
Under 40

The following local attorneys
have recently been named to the
Albany Herald’s “Top 40 Under
40” list, which recognizes
outstanding young professionals in
the southwest Georgia area: Will
Davis of Georgia Legal Services;
The Executive Committee of
Tommy Duck of Tommy Duck
the Dougherty Circuit Bar
Association has met in its capacity Law Offices; Jason Ferguson of the
U.S. Attorney’s Office; Michael
as the nominating committee and
Hooper of Moore, Clark, DuVall,
presents the following slate of
candidates for officers for the 2011- and Rodgers; Victoria Johnson of
2012 Bar Year to begin in August, the Dougherty District Attorney’s
Office; and Heather Lanier of the
2011:
Dougherty District Attorney’s
Office. Congratulations to all of
President: Charles Lamb
these honorees!
President Elect / Law Day Chair:
Jason Willcox
Secretary/Treasurer: Sarah Kjellin

June 29th Annual
Meeting Events
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New Attorney
Spotlight
Steven Lee

Steven Lee joined the
Dougherty County District
Attorney’s office in January 2011
and currently serves as an ADA
with a full felony caseload in
Dougherty County Superior Court.
Steven won his first jury trial in
April and argued before the
Supreme Court of Georgia in May
on a murder case.
Originally from Queens, New
York, Steven graduated from St.
John’s University in New York
City with a degree in History as
well as a 4.0 GPA. He served as
President of the History Honor
Society and was a member of the
school’s mock trial team. Steven
was a recipient of the Pamela Chu
9/11 Memorial Scholarship, an
award dedicated to the memory of a
Korean-American victim of the
9/11 terrorist attacks.
Steven attended law school at
the University of Georgia and
graduated in May 2010. While a
student at UGA, Steven was a
member of the Chattahoochee Inn

of Court and chartered the Georgia
Law Republicans, serving as the
group’s first President. The
organization hosted several
gubernatorial candidates as well as
former Speaker of the House Newt
Gingrich. Steven also ran a
national blog titled “The New
Republicans” which was
recognized by ABC News and
Politico.com. It attracted over
1,000 followers on Facebook and
Twitter.
In his free time, Steven enjoys
supporting the Georgia Bulldogs,
mountain climbing, hiking, and
running. Welcome, Steven, to
Albany and the Dougherty Circuit
Bar Association.
"New Attorney Spotlight" is a
regular column in the Dougherty
Bar Bulletin. It will feature a
recently joined member of the
Association. If you would like
to submit a photo and information
about a recently admitted member,
please contact Judge Gordon
Zeese at 229-430-4280.

Alternatives To A
Possible Dues
Increase
The Dougherty Circuit Bar
needs your input about a possible
change of our meeting place which
may affect your Dougherty Circuit
Bar Association dues. By far the
largest budget expense for our
association is the cost of the
luncheon meetings, which currently
average some $2000 per meeting,
as the Hilton Garden Inn charges
from $20 to $25 per person. While
expenses have escalated, our
current dues level has not changed

in several year,s and we are at the
point of having to either raise dues
or reduce costs to make the budget
balance. Another option would be
to increase the number of dues
paying members, but that is
something largely out of our
control.
There are potentially less
expensive meeting/eating places
that would allow us to continue to
pay the bar association’s expenses
without raising dues. We’d like to
have your thoughts about possibly
changing meeting places to reduce
the association’s expenses. We
have identified two possible
alternative luncheon meeting sites,
Doublegate Country Club and
Merry Acres Restaurant.
As most of you know,
Doublegate is a well-oiled machine
when it comes to monthly
luncheons like those we conduct.
There are some real positives to
using DGCC – the price is between
$9 and $13 per person (half the
price of the Hilton) for a very nice
buffet. There is sufficient room for
all of us, and the service there has
been consistently good for meetings
similar to the DCBA meetings.
The main negatives with DGCC
are the distance from the
courthouse and downtown firms
and the fact that some of our
members may be in civic clubs that
already use DGCC for meetings
and so may experience burnout
going there. Also, they do have a
conflict with the last Wednesday of
the month but could do any other
monthly Wednesday or Friday as
needed. The February seminar and
others like it could be handled by
the facility. The price and menu are
Continued on next page
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Alternatives con’t.
also fairly inflexible, though with
the number of choices offered, we
could hopefully not have duplicate
lunches throughout the year.
Bo Henry is currently under
contract for the purchase of the
Merry Acres facility. Bo’s
manager, Grant, assures us that
Merry Acres could begin
accommodating us as early as the
August meeting. The servers at
Merry Acres would be those
employed by Bo in his three
restaurants. Merry Acres would
also be available to accommodate a
plated lunch similar to those we
sometimes have at the Hilton,
whereas with Doublegate, a buffet
is our only option for lunch
meetings. The space is currently
available for our last Wednesday
schedule.
The main negatives with Merry
Acres are the uncertainty involving
potential future delays with Bo’s
purchase of the facility, though we
are assured that he is entitled to
lease the space if the purchase
closing does not happen soon. The
food quality would be similar to
that available at Doublegate, but the
price would be slightly higher at
between $15 to $20 per person, but
this would include tax, service,
rental fee, etc., so it would really
end up being around $2 to $3
dollars per person more expensive
than Doublegate (and still a savings
over the Hilton). They seem very
flexible with our food options and
requests, which leads us to believe
that we could save on certain
luncheons and splurge on others as
deemed needed.
We are certainly happy to
explore other options if anyone has

suggestions as to another location.
The Café 230 space was
considered, but we have been told
that it will not hold our numbers on
a monthly basis.
Please contact our officers
and let them know how you feel
about changing luncheon meeting
locations to try to balance our
budget without having to raise
dues. Can we still count on your
participation if we change our
meeting location?

Albany YLD
Update
As the Dougherty Circuit
Bar Association turns its leadership
over in the coming months, the
Albany Area Young Lawyers’
Division also has a new President.
Will Davis, an attorney with
Georgia Legal Services, is
succeeding Lauren Brock as
incoming President. Many thanks
to Lauren for an outstanding job in
leading the YLD this past year! If
there are any local attorneys
interested in serving in YLD
leadership, please let Will know.
The YLD will hold a
summer kick-off and planning
meeting on Tuesday, June 21st at
6PM at Loco’s in Albany. Plans
for upcoming community service
and social events will be discussed
as well as details on coaching local
teams in next year’s high school

mock trial competition. YLD
membership is open to all attorneys
either under the age of 36 or in their
first five years of practice, and
eligible local attorneys are
encouraged to attend the upcoming
meeting. If there are any questions
concerning the YLD, Will can be
reached at wdavis@glsp.org or at
(229) 430-4261.

Albany High Seeks
Magazines
Lynn Miller, the Director of the
Law and Justice Program at Albany
High School, is seeking law-related
periodicals for her students. If you
have any ABA Journals, Georgia
Bar Journals, or other legal
publications that you no longer
need, please consider donating
them to Albany High. The students
will put them to good use. Please
give Lynn a call at 431-3300, or
e-mail her at
lynn.miller@docoschools.org, or
bring the publications to the next
Bar meeting, and a Bar officer will
make certain to get them to Lynn.
Thank you for any assistance that
you can provide on this worthwhile
project.

Job Ads Invited
The DCBA secretary accepts job
announcements from both
employers seeking prospective
legal secretaries, paralegals,
associates, etc. as well as inquiries
from job seekers in the legal field.
Inquiries and job announcements
can be sent to
skjellin@watsonspence.com.
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Law Day 2011
By Charles W. Lamb, Jr.

On April 25, 2011, local attorneys
and staff from the Albany Regional
Office of the Georgia Legal
Services Program and from Albany
State University joined Albany
Mayor Willie Adams for a Law
Day proclamation signing
ceremony.

The Dougherty Circuit Bar
Association kicked off three weeks
of Law Day events with a “Law at
the Library” evening seminar for
first-time home buyers at the
downtown branch of the Dougherty
County Public Library on April 11,
2011, presented by Ms. Lauren
Williamson (Hall & Williamson,
P.C.). Ms. Deena Plaire-Haas
(Gardner, Willis, Sweat &
Handelman, LLP) , presented
information and answered questions
on Basic Business Law/Starting a
Business on the evening of May 2,
On the morning of April 26, 2011,
2011.
Dougherty County Superior Court
Judge Willie Lockette and
attorney/part-time Albany
Municipal Court Judge Ralph
Scoccimaro (Brown & Scoccimaro,
P.C.) spoke to students at Albany
High School about their respective
life experiences prior to becoming
attorneys and about their
experiences since becoming
On April 12, 2011, a “Law Day at
attorneys.
Darton” lunch-time panel
discussion and question and answer
session on this year’s Law Day
theme was held at Darton College
in conjunction with the Darton
Paralegal Student Association.

Attorneys manned lunch and learn
tables in the lunchroom foyer at
Albany High School, talking
informally to interested students
about their paths to becoming
attorneys and about their
experiences as attorneys and
distributing Law Day related giveaway items from the American
Bar Association.

On the morning of April 27, 2011,
Judge Herbert Phipps and Judge
John Ellington from the Court of
Appeals of the State of Georgia
presented a professionalism CLE
program for area attorneys.
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The following is a letter sent to the
Albany Herald by Lester Tate, the
President of the State Bar of
Georgia, regarding our Bar
Association’s 2011 Law Day events:

The CLE program was followed
by the Law Day Luncheon at the
Hilton Garden Inn, which
included (1) speeches by the
Judges (directed to the student
audience); (2) the induction of
local high school students into the
local chapter of the Law Honor
Society, part of the Law-Related
Education Program of the State
Bar of Georgia; (3) the
recognition of the local high
school Law Day Essay Contest
winners; and (4) the presentation
of the Liberty Bell Award to
winner Lt. Cliff Rouse, given
posthumously to this law
enforcement officer who died in
the line of duty.

On behalf of the State Bar of Georgia,
I would like to express congratulations
to JaRon Whitaker of Monroe High
School on taking first place in the Law
Day Essay Contest sponsored by the
Dougherty Circuit Bar Association as
part of its annual Law Day observance.
Congratulations are also extended to
essay contest runner-up Jonathan
Hunter of Dougherty High School and
third-place winner Kason Jones of
Monroe High School, a well as the
nine Albany High School
students...who were inducted into the
Legal Chiefs Chapter of the Georgia
Law Honor Society of Secondary
Schools.
This outstanding program, which also
featured the posthumous honor of the
Liberty Bell Award to fallen
Dougherty County Police Lt. Cliff
Rouse and keynote addresses by
Georgia Court of Appeals Chief Judge
John Ellington and Presiding Judge
Herbert Phipps, helps enhance public
awareness of the importance of the rule
of law and the judicial branch of
government.
All Georgia lawyers can be inspired by
the Dougherty Circuit Bar members’
commitment and effort to recognize
leaders and young people in their
community, which in turn serves to
promote the cause of justice and
uphold the integrity of the legal
profession in our State.

